Sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg

April 25, 1950.

Dr. T. I, Sonnebera,
Dept. Zoology,
Indiana Univedsity,
Dloomhngton, Indlana.

Dear Tracy:

Thank you for your coument on Yiss Cahn, Davls has spoksn very highly
of her, and I hopo that we can find a place for her here.

Cuneirnlns the possibility cf lsaving Wisconsin, I hope that the ottomas
of thm negotiations with Chicage is not going to insulate m2 from heapring
of good cpportunities elsewhero. I have been falrly content here - enjoy
living in !adlson, and have d:uveloped a pretty good working relationship
#ith peogle in and cut of the Cenetdcs departuvent, so I am not especially
aenxicus to leave, nor to encouragéninquirles that are not likaely ¢5 ba
fruitful. I hope that we can get together sometime befors toc long, to
talk zhout this., 1In the meantime, I think that Indlana is not likely to
value my services %o the poilnt where 1t wouvld be worthwhile to go through
the dislocation of moving., In abeout two years, probably, I will be thinking
mgh more serlcusly about whsthsr to try to stay at Wisconsin indefinitely,

cr to find s definitiveAb@rth somawhere else,

0f course, I will be glad to consider any offer, but if possible, I
think it would be better tc postpons such a discussion,for a year or two,
when I suspect I may be able to give it more serious consideration. I realize,
of course, that your Bacterlology Department has an immedists problem,
widch I hopa it can solve satisfactorily. In any case, however, I wonder
I would be the best possible person for the problem of tesching s general
bacteriology or a bacterial physiology course, when my experience has been
so much more along genetic lines.

I have some more to say about this, which you may be Ainterested to hear,
but mest of it 1s best deferred for a private conversation.

I'm beginning to think that autogamy does occur, not too infrequently,
in diploid K-12. I have some exceptlonal diploids which are Lac+ Mal+ Xyl+//
Lac- Mal- Xyl-. Evsry once in a while, a colony turns up which is, say, pure
for 4al-, but still segregating for Lac and/or for Xyl. These partial segre-
ganta are homozygous for ilal—-, because, in this case, Mal+ reversions now
segregate [ilal+/iUal-]. Different reversions are in one or other of ths two
phases of linkage, i.e., "repulsiond" or coupling with, say, Xyl +/-. This
helps to clear up the "double reduction” which most of the parsistent diploids
seem to have experienced before they are lsolated, but we have no light yet
on the mechanism of elimination which results in hemizygosity for various factors.
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